Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.019 Å; R factor = 0.097; wR factor = 0.320; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.8.
The structure of the title compound, (C 19 H 18 N 3 ) 2 [CuCl 4 ], consists of square-planar [CuCl 4 ] 2À anions and triphenylguanidinium cations. The Cu II ion occupies a crystallographic inversion centre. In the cation, the dihedral angles between the phenyl rings and the plane defined by the central guanidinium fragment are in the range 51.9 (4)- 64.4 (3) . N-HÁ Á ÁCl hydrogen bonds assemble the ions into infinite chains running along the b axis. 
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Crystal data (C 19 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). et al., 1988; Klement et al., 1995; Pereira Silva et al., 2006 , 2007 . This variability attests the flexibility of the triphenylguanidinium cation. The Cu II ion occupies a crystallographic inversion centre and the environment around the metal ion is square-planar.
There are hydrogen bonds between all the NH groups and the Cl -ions, each CuCl 4 2-anion being linked to four cations, forming infinite chains along the [010] direction (Fig. 2 , Table 2 ).
Copper(II) chloride dihydrate (Riedel-de-Haën, pro analysis >99%, 0.125 mmol) was dissolved in 50 ml of hot water and triphenylguanidine (TCI, 97%, 0.25 mmol) was dissolved in ethanol (50 ml). The two solutions were mixed and several drops of HCl (Merck, 37%) were added. The solution was left to evaporate at room temperature and pressure. Green single crystals of (I) were obtained from the solution after a few days.
Refinement
Several crystals of (I) were probed but the R int of all data collections was relatively high, reflecting the poor quality of the crystals. The maximum peak in the final difference Fourier map is 1.29 e Å -3 situated at 1.14 Å from the atom Cl1 and at 
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